
Topic: 
Shapes and Patterns 
Lesson 1 
Recognising Shapes 

Year: 1 Objective:  
To be able to recognise 2-D shapes in the everyday 
environment. 
National Curriculum: Recognise and name common 2-
D shapes, for example circles, squares, rectangles and 
triangles. 

Assessment Focus:   Can I recognise 2-D shapes? 

Activity: Spot the 
shapes.
 

Key Questions during 
this activity: 

The key focus is for pupils to know that a circle has no corners and 
no sides; a square has four equal sides and four corners; a triangle 
has three sides and three corners; and a rectangle has four sides 
with the opposite sides equal and four corners. 
Most children will know these shapes already so the key objective 
is for them to be able to describe the shapes in terms of their 
sides and corners. 

To begin this lesson, ask pupils what they know about the basic 
shapes.  Lead them to identify all of the features needed for 
today’s lesson. 
Start by identifying the shapes in the In Focus picture (Below). 
Lead them on to shapes they can see in the classroom. Go through 
ways to identify each shape in any situation. 

Use pictures to show how the same shape may look different if 
placed in a different orientation.  Reinforce this with Magformers 
of the same shape.  Get the pupils to realise what it means if 
shapes can overlap each other exactly or not and model again 
with Magformers of the same shape. 

Guided Practice Activity: Pupils are looking for shape properties 
to identify specific 2-D shapes.  Ask questions to guide them.  
These questions will reinforce pupils’ ability to recognise and 
name 2-D shapes. 
Children to work in pairs and play a game of ‘guess the shape’.  
One pupil describes the shape without naming it and the other 
player needs to guess the shape based on the description.  Use 
Magformers already placed in a ‘feely’ bag. 

Key Questions: ‘Is this a triangle? How do we know?’ This shape 
has 3 sides, which shape could this be? 

Variation  
Identifying triangles; different sizes, orientations and types.  Ask 
pupils to explain why some of the given shapes are not triangles. 
Repeat with all shapes or just choose those which the children 
find most difficult to identify such as squares from rectangles or 
confusing the shapes ‘triangles’ and ‘rectangles’ because of their 
similar word endings. 

Assessment: Pupils can identify and name 2-D shapes. 
Pupils can identify and name 3-D solids. 



Pupils can recognise shapes using concrete materials. 
Pupils can recognise solids using concrete materials. 
Pupils can recognise shapes and solids in pictures. 

Resources 2-D Magformers shapes
3-D shapes made with Magformers
A collection of everyday 3-D shapes
Sorting circles (two or three between two)




