
Topic: 
Shapes and Patterns 
Lesson 2 
Recognising Solids 

Year: 1 Objective:  
To be able to recognise four basic 3-D shapes: 
spheres, cubes, cuboids and pyramids. 
National Curriculum: Recognise and name common 
3-D shapes, for example cuboids (including cubes),
pyramids and spheres.

Assessment Focus:  Can I recognise solid shapes and learn some of their names? 

Activity: 

Key Questions during 
this activity: 

To begin this lesson, collect an assortment of items which have 
the basic shape of a sphere, a cube, a cuboid and a pyramid - and 
the same shapes but made with the Magformers. 
Ensure all shapes are on show for all the children to see.   

Gather the class and ask pupils to group the items so that 
similarly-shaped items are grouped together.  Go through the 
different names of the 3-D solid shapes verbally and in its written 
form.  Have these words on display next to the shape with the 
same name preferably made with Magformers so that the children 
can see what 2-D shapes make up the 3-D version. 
Ask pupils to go around the classroom, and if possible around the 
school with you, to identify and explore other items which also 
have the shape of the four solids introduced.  Gather the class and 
ask the pupils to reveal their items (e.g. football) and what the 
technical names for the items would be (e.g. football = spheres). 

Guided Practice Activity: Pupils are recognising 3-Dshapes in 
objects.  Ask pupils to explain why and how they identify and 
match the objects to the 3-D solid shapes. 

Key Questions: What shapes can you see? What shape is this? 
What real objects do you know that are the same as this shape? 
What 2-D shapes make this 3-D shape?  Can you name the solid 
shape? 

Assessment: Pupils can name and describe 2-D shapes. 
Pupils can name and describe 3-D shapes. 
Pupils can use concrete materials to identify 3-D shapes and tell 
them apart. 

Resources 2-D Magformers shapes inc sphere pieces
3-D shapes to draw around (one set between two)
Collection of everyday 3-D shapes

Identify 3D solid 
shapes and build
using Magformers.



Magformers 3D shape examples: 

cube

triangular base pyramid

sphere




